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ideals of international co-operation and the sense of realities," as
Colonel Beck's Foreign Ministry wrote, does not imply capitula-
tion to National Socialism. It needs all the deafness of present-
day Germany to the essential nuances in policy to register in
such cool language as Colonel Beck's any kinship with the
exalted revolutionism of Gocbbcls's "redistribution of the
world." The nations of the East and South-east of Europe will
never voluntarily march alongside this Germany; if they join
her at all it will be only in order to escape from the danger of
aggression in one quarter or another. And in Poland the value
of Hitlcrss assurances is perfectly well known.
In the German edition of this book, it was pointed out that
there was a risk that Germany might suddenly find herself
faced with an exceedingly formidable coalition, at the very
moment when her situation had grown more difficult, as it
inevitably would. Her maximum of power would then turn
into a maximum of embarrassment and perplexity. This
coalition has now become a reality of the first political import-
ance. Its backbone is a new France, which has experienced a
remarkable recovery, almost a national rebirth, instead of the
revolutionary dissolution expected by Hitler. This coah'tion is
led by an equally changed Great Britain, aroused out of a
certain indifference and now, rather late but all the more
energetically, carrying out an enormous programme of rearma-
ment including, in spite of past tradition, the introduction of
universal military service. As regards these two nations it looks
as if National Socialist policy, with its "psychological war" and
its tactics of "universal unsettlement," has attained the exact
opposite of the result aimed at. No one will to-day venture to
describe France as the dying nation or to speak of Britain's lost
empire.
Poland has joined this new coalition, taking a clear stand
against Germany. But the most surprising factor in this new
defence front is the adhesion of the Soviet Union, perhaps the